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Certified Pool Inspector 
 
The Pool and Hot Tub Alliance’s (PHTA) 4-hour Certified Pool & Spa Inspector (CPI) 
Class. 
 
Please note: this is NOT the 16-hour Certified Pool Operator (CPO) course.  
 

The Certified Pool & Spa Inspector (CPI) Class teaches a foundation for health officials 
and pool operators to conduct pool and spa inspections to support the assurance of a 
sanitary, healthy, and safe environment for staff and patrons of public swimming 
pools and spas, including: 
 

• Understand the basis for code requirements and why a violation is a public 
health hazard 

• Perform an inspection of the pool and spa area 

• Evaluate swimming pool operation and maintenance 

• Assess the circulation system and its components 

• Evaluate a facility for VGB Act compliance 

• Recognize the elements of spa inspections 

• Understand recreational water illnesses 

• Maintain supervision and operator records 

• Recognize the aspects of aquatic play features 

• Understand swimming pool design standards and their impact on public health 
 
Each student will receive: 
 

• A handbook, theirs to keep 

• A live CPI training course taught by a former DOH pool inspector 

• Four credit hours towards your CEHP 
 

Optional 
An optional 3-year CPI certification is available to all students who wish to take and 
pass the exam. Much to my chagrin, PHTA does not give the option for their 
instructors to proctor the exam as part of the class. However, the students are given 
several proctoring options. The CPI Exam is 1 hour long, open book with 35 multiple-
choice questions. You must score 75% or better to pass. 
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